
		

John Muir’s Birthplace
20th Birthday Celebration

Highlights of the past two decades



		

A past president of the Sierra Club Joe Fontaine with Dan and Jim to look at the design proposals

18 August 2002



		

Work is well underway

20 February 2003



		

Braced for change!

20 February 2003



		

20 February 2003



		

An archaeological assessment is also undertaken

20 February 2003



		

Open for business

23 August 2003



		

DJMA Council Members were amongst the first visitors!

23 August 2003



		

Dunbar John Muir Association’s Preview Night

26 August 2003



		

DJMA Preview Night

26 August 2003



		

DJMA Preview Night

26 August 2003



		

DJMA Preview Night

26 August 2003



		

Visit Scotland Quality Assurance Scheme four-star visitor attraction 

2004



		

10,000th Visitor – Jo McNamara

2004



		

July 2004

Cake to celebrate DJMA’s 10th birthday…



		

21 April 2005

A similar cake in April to celebrate Muir’s birthday



		

21 April 2005

Visit by Patricia Ferguson, Minister of Culture, Tourism and Sport 



		

California Quarter: DJMA Presentation Pack

April 2005



		

Exhibition: Park Life

June 2006



		

17 August 2006

Workshop



		

Journey for the Wild

September 2006



		

February 2007

Tynebank John Muir Award



		

Exhibition: John Muir, Man and Landscape by Ken Paterson

April 2007



		

Launch of Still Walking the World

June 2007



		

Still Walking the World Book Launch

May 2007



		

Presentation of Honorary Life Membership to Winifred and Fred

May 2007



		

Exhibition: An Ingenious Whittler –
John Muir the Inventor

June 2007



		

July 2007

Civic Parade Banner



		

August 2007

Dunbar Area Christian Youth Project for Go Wild 07



		

August 2007

John Muir the 'Conservator' spoof movie
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=30JScImjkfw



		

Visit by John Swinney, MSP

August 2007



		

Simply Samplers Exhibition

December 2007



		

Simply Sampler

December 2007



		

February 2008



		

Visit by HRH the Earl of Wessex

February 2008



		

Visit by HRH the Earl of Wessex

February 2008



		

New Loan Box – John Muir in the USA

March 2008



		

Launch of Close to Nature’s Beating Heart

March 2008



		

Launch of the 2nd edition of  John Muir’s Dunbar: A Town Trail
by David Anderson

October 2008



		

Winners of an ELC Star Award: Congratulation to the wonderful staff!

November 2008



		

John Muir Conservation Award

November 2008



		

Wherever a Scotsman Goes… Exhibition

January 2009



		

Exhibition: A Scotchman Comes Home – John Muir’s Homecoming 
Journey, 1893 

June 2009



		

Visit by HRH The Duke of Rothesay

June 2009



		

Visit by Muir Quarter designer Garret Burke

July 2009



		

July 2009



		

The McGregor Family from Wisconsin at the end of their 811 mile walk across and around Scotland 

September 2009



		

Big Picnic Birthday Celebration

21 April 2010



		

Launch of Walking the John Muir Way by Robert Russel

21 April 2010



		

Victorian Games Workshop

July 2010



		

Award of VisitScotland 5 stars

August 2010



		

Re-enactment of Sir John Cope’s landing in Dunbar in 1745

September 2010



		

December 2010



		

The Kittiwakes Workshop

March 2011



		

April 2011

Muir Connections: Dunbar & Martinez twinning 30th anniversary



		

Muir Connections: Dunbar & Martinez twinning 30th anniversary

April 2011



		

Twinning Mementos

April 2011



		

Exhibition: John Rennie FRS

July 2011



		

Visit by Frank and Carol Walsh, Goodwill Ambassadors from Martinez

July 2011



		

Muir quotation at entrance to new Lochend Primary School campus

September 2011



		

End-of-year selection of children’s work from workshops and activities

December 2011



		

Amongst P5 of East Linton Primary School was the 100,000th visitor!

February 2012



		

Exhibition:

A Gude Fechter

John Muir the Campaigner

April 2012



		

Visit by Harold and Janet Wood of the Sierra Club

September 2012



		

Exhibition: Belhaven, A Journey by Gordon Jenkinson

January 2013



		

JMB Retains 5 Star VisitScotland Status 

January 2013



		

Friends celebrate Muir’s birthday

April 2013



		

Exhibition: Story of My Boyhood and Youth

April 2013



		

Story of My Boyhood and Youth

April 2013



		

Celebrating The Story of my Boyhood and Youth,
From the Old World to the New: Wisconsin settlers barn-raising

April 2013



		

Visit by President of the Sierra Club – Alison Chin

May 2013



		

23rd August 2013
The start of the next 10 years…

With many thanks to all those that 
have contributed to the 

achievements of the past 10 years



		

Scottish Diaspora Tapestry by Marquette County Wisconsin Friends of John Muir

September 2013



		

3D Scanning of JMB

October 2013



		

Winter Season Exhibition by 
Dunbar Primary:

What we love about living in 
Dunbar

December 2013



		

John Muir Festival

April 2014



		

Opening of the (new) John Muir 
Way

April 2014



		

Dunbar Primary School ‘Tapestry/Collage’

April 2014



		

John Muir at Makars’ Court

April 2014



		

Nature’s Beloved Son: Rediscovering John Muir’s Botanical Legacy 

June 2014



		

Friends’ 20th Anniversary Exhibition 

July 2014



		

Historic Scotland Commemorative Plaque Unveiling 

April 2015



		

John Muir Association, Martinez, Dunbar 21-22 May

May 2015



		

May 2015

Play, explore and find out together about John Muir’s 

animal stories and outdoor adventures in this fun 

exhibition for under-5s and families.



		

More visitors from Martinez

August 2015

Tim & Eileen Farley, Denise & Eric Miller, Will Collin



		

Exhibition:
In the Footsteps of John Muir

by Jim Fowler

October 2015



		

Celebrating 125 Years of Yosemite National Park
A Friends Temporary Exhibition

January 2016



		

Dunbar Grammar School’s Next California Visit

February 2016



		

John Muir Birthplace Welcomes 150,000th Visitor

February 2016



		

An Ingenious Whittler

John Muir the Inventor

March 2016



		

Festival of Museums 2016

April 2016

Muir Is Back and Walking His Way!
Lee Stetson (see www.johnmuirlive.com) is Walking the John

Muir Way from April 27th until May 15th, with his finale

appearances in Dunbar for Festival of Museums weekend.

Adventures with John Muir - an exciting weekend of 

Minecraft, Lego and Living History!

Friday 13th May. John Muir Minecraft

SE Scotland ComputerXplorers will 

lead a workshop using MinecraftEdu. 

Saturday 14th May. John Muir’s 

Dunbar in Lego!

Join us on a walk around John Muir’s 

Dunbar as we record John’s scootchers

and daring adventures with the help of 

Lego! 



		

Lee Stetson walks the John Muir Way

May 2016



		

The Spirit of Muir by Lee Stetson

May 2016



		

Following in John Muir’s footsteps

DGS pupils and staff ahead of a 7th group visit to California

June 2016



		

Jay Goldsmith

(Chief of Natural Resources, Pacific West Region, US National 
Park Service), 

July 2016



		

The Negraeff Family finish the 

John Muir Way

July 2016



		

John Muir and America’s Best Idea

A Friends Exhibition

August 2016



		

Celebrating 125 Years of the Sierra Club
A Friends Exhibition

April 2017



		

New John Muir’s Birthplace Website

April 2017



		

New JMB Event Calendar

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/exhibition-125-years-sierra-club/

April 2017



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/mike-wurtz/

May 2017



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/deep-time-and-scotlands-time-lords/

May 2017



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/summer-family-fun-make-national-park/

June 2017



		

John Muir & Geology

A Friends Exhibition 

July 2017



		

Dunbar Coastal Rowing Club first to row the John Muir Way

July 2017



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/summer-family-fun-rock-creatures/

August 2017



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/photography-sharing-evening-john-muir-geology/

August 2017



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/weekend-family-fun-leafy-art/

September 2017



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/scottish-landscape-photographer-year/

December 2017



		

John Muir Award – Turning 21 Exhibition

February 2018



		

John Muir Trust Celebrates John Muir Award 21st Birthday

February 2018



		

William Keith and John Muir: 
Kindred Souls

A Friends Exhibition

April 2018



		

An Ingenious Whittler: John Muir the Inventor

September 2018



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/inspired-by-john-muir/

November 2018



		

72 John Muir Keyrings donated by 
Timmy Womick

Bust of John Muir by artist/sculptor 
Will Petee

December 2018

Keyrings now on sale in JMB!



		

silva: a meditation on trees and woodland in eleven photographs

By photographer Chris W. Thomas 

February 2019



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/rspb-activity-day/

March 2019



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/john-muir-in-the-french-pyrenees/

March 2019



		

John Muir, Writer

A Friends 
Exhibition

April 2019



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/easter-holiday-fun-make-youre-own-graphic-novel/

April 2019



		

John Muir First Editions On Permanent Display

April 2019

Three ‘first edition’ books, including one inscribed by John Muir, 

were presented to Friends of John Muir’s Birthplace by Ronnie 

Skea of Gifford in celebration of his mother Janet Skea’s 

100th birthday on 8 April 2014. 



		

John Muir Way Concordat Signing in Dunbar

April 2019

Keith Geddes, Chair of the 

Central Scotland Green 

Network Trust (CSGNT) 

and Duncan Smeed, Chair 

of the John Muir Birthplace 

Charitable Trust signed the 

agreement on John Muir 

Day, Sunday 21 April, 

which would have been 

Muir’s 181st birthday and 

also marks the fifth 

anniversary of the opening 

of the John Muir Way. 



		

Muir Family Members visit the Birthplace

May 2019

Duncan, Alison, Will, Susan & Jim at JMB Alison & Susan at a John Muir, Writer exhibit
Susan signs the JMB Visitors’ Book

Susan Flynn and her daughter Allison Latus made their first visit to the

Birthplace on Friday May 17. Sue is the daughter of Wanda and Thomas

Hanna’s eldest son Strentzel Hanna. He was John’s eldest grandson. So

Sue is Muir’s great granddaughter, Alison his great great granddaughter.



		

JMB in the TripAdvisor Hall of Fame

June 2019



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/exhibition-faces-of-dunbar/

October 2019



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/exhibition-scottish-landscape-photographer-of-the-year/

November 2019



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/winners-dunbar-2020-calendar-competition/

December 2019



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/exhibition-my-boyhood-and-youth/

January 2020



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/weekend-family-fun-to-a-mouse-2/

February 2020



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/2020/03/04/john-muirs-birthplace-reaches-200000-visitors/

To mark the occasion children displayed the 200,000 banner they have made for the occasion. 
They were also presented with an individual memento and a John Muir book for the nursery.

March 2020



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/exhibition-gardens-of-east-lothian/

March 2020



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/weekly-qa-session/

April 2020



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/mindfulness-in-nature/

April 21st, 2020



		

October 2020



		

muirbirthplacefriends.org.uk/2021/05/indoor-exhibition-john-muir-earth-planet-universe/

May 2021…



		

muirbirthplacefriends.org.uk/2021/05/indoor-exhibition-john-muir-earth-planet-universe/

…May 2021



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/summer-challenge-week-1/

June & July 2021



		

July 2021



		

ttps://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/water-way-following-the-papana-water-to-belhaven-bay/

February 2022



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/whats-so-special-about-bogs/

August 2022



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/leaves-of-auchencraw-meet-the-artist-drop-in/

November 2022



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/wherever-a-scotsman-goes-john-muir-and-robert-burns/

January 2023

Wherever a Scotsman Goes… John 
Muir and Robert Burns
Sunday, January 1, 2023 - Tuesday, 
January 31, 2023
FREE
Discover more about the relationship 
between John Muir and Robert Burns 
with our January exhibition.
We’ve set up a reading nook with craft 
activities and reference books to keep 
our wee and big visitors entertained!



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/sea-flora/

June 2023

Sea Flora
Monday, June 19, 2023 - Sunday, 
July 30, 2023
We will be hosting this fantastic 
exhibition from Sara Dodd until 
the 30th of July. Open from 
10am to 5pm Monday to 
Saturday and 1pm-5pm on 
Sundays. Admission is free as 
always.

Sara works with Scottish 
seaweeds creating original 
organic pressings and prints that 
celebrate their intrinsic beauty, 
colour and light.



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/2023/05/19/stormy-seas-scotland-pop-up/

May 2023



		

August 1st 2023

Susan Gabarino (centre of 
photo), of the John Muir 
Association in Martinez, 
met JMBCT Trustees Liz 
McLean and Duncan Smeed
at the Birthplace during her 
visit to Dunbar.

The Wee Books Susan’s 
holding were donated by 
the Friends of John Muir’s 
Birthplace to mark the 
occasion and to celebrate 
the links between JMA and 
FoJMB. 



		

August 2nd 2023

By uncanny coincidence the day after Susan Gabarino’s visit, the Mayor of Martinez, Brianne Zorn, 
and her family arrived in not-so-sunny Dunbar for an informal celebration of the twinning between 
Dunbar and Martinez. After a visit to the Birthplace, Dunbar Community Councillors Pippa and 
Alasdair Swan (photo left) joined the group and led a tour round the town and harbour areas. After 
the tours the visitors enjoyed a buffet lunch in the Council Chambers of Dunbar Town House. Mayor 
Zorn then presented a gift bag of various Martinez-related items. The following week Brianne sent 
the following e-mail message:
I wanted to thank you all again for meeting with us last week. We are back in Martinez treasuring our 
memories of Dunbar! I promise that we will be reaching out again soon to set up more meetings and 
exchanges to reinforce our twinning. Please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any ideas!
Brianne



		

https://www.jmbt.org.uk/event/flax-futures/

August 2023

Where does flax and linen meet local 

resilience and climate change? Find out 

as Journeys in Design co-design their 

exhibition and events across East 

Lothian.

The flax plant, traditionally processed into 

linen, has been grown for generations in 

Scotland. Today, flax plays a part in 

contemporary moves to support local 

resilience and tackle climate change.

Flax Futures from Journeys in Design, 

explores this exceptional potential, with 

new and engaging designs and initiatives 

on show, from Scotland and beyond.

Their Exhibition and Events focus on 

future heritage, community resilience, soil 

health, sustainable textile production and 

material innovation.

Their Walks, Twilight Talk, Flax Chats, 

and Demos run throughout the 

programme, evolving with the help of 

guests from across East Lothian. Dates 

and times are posted as individual 

entries on Eventbrite and on their social 

media @journeysindesign.

https://www.journeysindesign.com/
https://ourlinenstories.com/news/
https://www.journeysindesign.com/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/journeys-in-design-6652164461


		

23rd August 2023
The start of the next 20 years…

With many thanks to all those that 
have contributed to the 

achievements of the past 20 years
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